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Jack Hamilton" Assistant Director
Utah Engineering Experiment Station
1495 East 100 South, Room 138
Salt Lake City, Utah 84ll2

DearMr. Hamilton:

cc: Utah AML Administrator
FOD - Albuquerque

Glenda Owens
Acting Director

Thank you for your letter dated October 19,2001, in which you requested help in identiffing
potential sources of funding for the Center for Mine Land Redevelopment. I apologize for the
late response. It appears that your letter was delayed in one of the post offices undergoing
treahnent for possible anthrax contamination.

You stated that you are seeking grant oppornrnities both to support the Center's activities and for
individual redevelopment projects. Funds appropriated to the Office of Surface Mining (OSM)
originate from two sources: l) the Abandoned Mine Land (AML) Fund, which can onlybe used
for specific purposes authorized by statute, and2) general revenue funds that are used for
Regulation and Technology issues. Most of the funds appropriated from the AML account are
distributed to States and Tribes through formula-based grants. Absent express Congressional
authorization, OSM is precluded from spending AML funds on projects such as the Center
envisions. In addition, because of the targeted nature of OSM's Regulation and Technology
appropriation, OSM would need express authorization from Congress as well as additional funds
to provide funding for projects such as your attached example, the Horse Canyon Project.

The State of Utatr receives annual grants for AML reclamation and maintains their own AML
Program. If future projects proposed by the Center should involve reclamation of eligible lands
subject to Title IV of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act, you may wish to contact
the AML Administrator, Utah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining, 1594 West North Temple, Suite
t210, salt Lake ciry, utah 84114-5801. Phone (801) 538-5349.

If you have any questions conceming this response, please contact Mr. Gene Krueger at (202)
208-2937.
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OFUTAH

October 19,2001

Glenda Owe'lrs
Acting Director
Office of Surface Mining
1951 Constitution Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

DearMs. Owens:

The mining industry has long had a role of strategic and economic importance in-Cur

country. Gfortunately, far more mine closures than openings are now occurrin$, anc[ d1s
industry's future looks murky, at best. As mines close, many mining communities will

suffer severe negative economic impacts when mineral resources are exhausted.

The Center for Mine Land Redevelopment at the University of Utatr was created to hel1t

comrriunities tum abandoned'mine land into permanent, sustainable community assets.

The former mining land becomes a tax base and a source of employment, community
pride, and pubtic involvement. The proglam has been well'received by mining
comp anies, communities, and local govemments.

The Center for Mine Land Redevelopment at the University of Utah has organized a

multi-disciplinary, multi-organizationalresearch, training, technology transfer and

outreach center that will help promote innovative solutions to mine redevelopment and

reclamation, and will encourage sustainable development projects that will benefit
mining communities

Our activities can really be summarized into three categories:

Identification of Opportunities - By being aware of abandoned mining properties and
1eassetsintermsofinfrastructure,location,orexisting

resources, we can begin the process of finding.useful alternatives for these properties.

Facilitation of Redevelopment - We will bring together a variety of stakeholders in any
ing property owners, potential developers, financiers,

local govenment representatives, and interested citizens. Torvn meetings will be hosted

to explore beneficial possibitities.. W9 have the technical capabilities and can assist to

find solutions to potential environhental liabilities.

Utah En$neering Fxperiment Station

l4$5 East 100 South, Room 138
salt Lake city, utah 84112

(801) s816348
FAX: (S0l) 581-5440
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.,1 Information Transfer- We will encourage redevelopment by publishing success stories,
witing and prese,nting paperc, maintaining a web site, and producing informative
materials such as brochtues and CD ROMS. Some of this information will detail how to
overcome financial, technical, environmental, and legal hurdles to achieve successful
redevelopment.

We believe that this ce,nter will provide a valuable service to the mining industy and the
communities that support it. The principles involved apply to eastern mining as well as
westem mining; underground mining as well as open cast mining. I have attached some
information about the Center and one of our projects at Horse Canyon" near Price, Utalt.

The reason for this letter is a request for vou to help us identifu potentral sor''ces ef
funding fol[re Center: fof Mine Land Redevelopment. While some support is possible
from stakeholders in the latter stages of a project, clearly, local communities and state
and feCeral agencies mustsupport much ofwhat we do. We-are seeking grant
opportunities both to support the Center's activities and for individual redevelopment
projects.

I will look forward to your reply and will appreciate any help that you can give us.
Thank you. I can be reached by email at iack.hamilton@rn.cc.utah.edu, phone at
(801) 581-6348, or at:

Utatr Engineering Experiment Station
1495 East 100 South, Rm. 138
Salt Lake City, LIT 84112

Yours fuly,

Assistant Director
* -** -.--'tltah Engineering Experiment Station



r for Mine Land RedeveloPment

MISSION STATEMENT

"To encourage the planningfor post-mining uses that beneft local economies and intprove
environmenlal eonditions, while continuing the detelopment of important mineral resourceE"

i/fines have been a source of economb streruth !n the Wesil and have played a major role h the
development of the regbn. [/hny vnall communilhs arc heady dependent upon mining and wflll '

suffer foicre negathe-economic lmpacils when mheral resour@s are exhausted.

Hory mucfr beder il *ould be it a permanent sustainable asset within the community could remain
aflerthe mhe has played out! Tire former mining land would then be a tax base, a source'of
employrnent, commuriity prlle and inrptrrement Moreoler, the mine closure cosls coulcl
potintLlty Oe rcduced or btrea, and those funds could be bpplied to more productiw and
beneficbl adivitie-q.

Center Functions

ldentify issues and concems
Present a discussion forum
Form partnerships of unirrersilies, mining companies, federal and state
ag encbs, local officlals, orga nizations, and business leaders
Provide tralnr€ ard technlcal assbtance
Facil ilate collaborathc researclt
Assist in planning for mine closure
lnformation transfer

Center Partners

University of tJteh College of Mines and Earth Sciences
Center for Public Polkry & Mministration
utah Engineering Experiment Station
Wallace Stegner Law Center
Bureau of Econom'tc Business and Research
Mining Life-Cycle Center at the Unirersi$ of Nemda-Reno

Contact Information

For further hformatbn aboutthe center, please contact:

Dr. Michael Nelgon, Co{)irector
m gnelson@mines.utah.edu
Department of Mining Engineering, Univ. of utah
135 S. 1460 E.#13
Saft Lake City, UT 84-112
(801) s85-3064

Dr. Terrence Chaturin
terrcncc. chatn'in@m.cc.utah. edu
Utah Engineering Experiment Station
1495 East 100 South, Rm. 138
Salt Lake City, UT 84112
(801) 5816348 (801) 581-5440 FAX

Eugene Carr, Co-Director
ecarrfdcppa.utah.edu
Center for Mine Land Redevelopment
1901 E. South CamPus Dr., Rm' 2120
SaltLake CW,W 8/.112
(801) 58164e1 (801) 585648e FAX

Dr. Jack Hamilton
iack.harnilton@)rn. cc.utah. edu
Utah En gineering Experiment Station
1495 East 100 South, Rm. 138
Salt Lake City, UT 84112
(801) 5816348 (801) 581-5440 FAX
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Horse Canyon Project

Horse Canyon is a stunningly beautifirl canyon r

properfy and obtain release of its reclamation bon
of multiple-use BLM lad.

The Center decided to explore the possibilrty of t
the Horse Canyon site. In the initial concept t
researchers could cqne and stay while studying a
botany, biolqgy, and other naural sciences- CItn
- the tist is almost endless - could use the frciliq
co.rrses coutd be h€ld glth€ camp. In additisr, ottrer universities cqrld lease the facilfty for their -

use. The Book Cl1ft area is ideal for geology because tbe Book Clitrr is the uppermost step of

the Grand Staircase, me of the most drarnatii geological province in tbe wold. It is within easy

Jri"'rrg dirt"*" o'f Moab, c,anymlands Nari'mat parL, Arcbes Ndional Padq capitol R€ef

Natioiat parlq the San Rafrel Swell, the igneors LaSalle Mourtaing and many other world'class

geological femnes. Sev€ral world-class Ai"oo* quarries zue within a 25-mile radius of Horse

L*yIo. Ecologists ud orther scie,ntise will find a similar weafth and dirrcnity of natural subjects

to Jtrdy Ctaar"t" studeifis doing research for a Master's Degree or Doctorde could use the

fe.,eihty as a field base.

The operdor of the facility will be the College of Easternlftah (CEU), since it is located in Price,

only a few miles north of ilorse Canyon fft" fu"itity will not only be a finarcial asset for CEU,

but also will attract outside stud€Nrts and serve to ttteoglhen natural sciences programs withinthe

College


